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Dear Family,
Over the coming weeks, our world history class will be studying the causes and
effects of the political, social, and technological revolutions that spread from Europe
throughout the West between 1700 and 1850. Students will learn about the philoso-
phies, people, movements, and events that worked to spread ideas of individual
rights and freedom around the globe.
We will begin by studying Enlightenment thinkers such as Diderot, Rousseau,
and Voltaire. We will look at the impact of Enlightenment ideas on Europe, Russia,
and the British colonies of North America in the first half of the eighteenth century.

Next, we will look at the causes of the French Revolution and the changes in gov-
ernment and society that resulted. Students will learn about the ideals and excesses
of the Revolution, and how those excesses contributed to the backlash of conser-
vatism in France and other European nations.

We will continue by exploring the factors leading to the Industrial Revolution
and the great social and political changes that accompanied it. Students will learn
about economic theories such as laissez-faire capitalism and Marxist socialism that
developed in response to industrialization.

Finally, we will explore the widening circles of reaction to the American and
French revolutions, resulting in struggles for self-governance by people in Europe
as well as in colonial Central and South America. Students will learn about Latin
American revolutionaries such as Simón Bolívar, who fought first to win indepen-
dence from Spain and later, less successfully, to unite much of South America into an
independent democracy.

In the weeks ahead, your child may wish to share what he or she is learning with
you. Please participate in your child’s educational experience through discussion
and involvement.
Sincerely,
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